The Model
Similarity
Index 2026

178 Al models fingerprinted across 32 writing dimensions
and 43 standardized prompts. Clone clusters, price

arbitrage, provider DNA, and composite clone scores.
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KEY FINDINGS

What we found

185x 95.7%

Largest price gap between models with similar writing style Highest pairwise similarity: Devstral Medium vs Devstral Small

9 o0

Clone clusters detected (>90% writing match) Price arbitrage opportunities found (>75% match)

Mistral Large meta

Most confident clone pair (84.5% confidence) Most distinctive provider writing style (37.5x)



01 CLONE DETECTION

9 clone clusters found

Models with >90% writing style similarity connected by arcs. Height = similarity strength.



02 SIMILARITY LANDSCAPE

15,753 pairwise comparisons

Each circle = a similarity bucket. Size = number of pairs. Color = similarity direction.
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03 PRICE ARBITRAGE

Same writing, different bill

Green = cheaper model. Amber = expensive model. Bar width = price ratio. All pairs >75% writing match.

Gemini 2.5 Flash Lit.. & Claude 3 Opus

Mistral Small Creative * M Mistral Large 2

Qwen3 Coder 7 Claude Opus 4.1

GPT-5 Mini GPT-5 Pro

Mistral Small 4 M Mistral Large 2

GPT-5.4 Mini GPT-5.4 Pro

Mistral Nemo 0A Llama 4 Maverick

Qwen3 Coder 7 Claude 3.7 Thinking ..

Gemini 2.5 Flash Pre.. & Claude 3 Opus

Qwen3.59B 7 » Qwen: Qwen3.5 122B A..




04 PROVIDER DNA

Which labs have a house style?

Distinctiveness = how much a provider’s models write like each other vs. like everyone else.

meta
xiaomi zhipu
moonshotai deepseek
xai minimax
google openrouter
mistral openai
anthropic

meta

zhipu
12.3x
deepseek
6.1x
minimax
4.1x
openrouter
0.0x
openai
0.0x
anthropic
0.0x
mistral

0.0x

37.5x



05 FAMILY COHESION

Do model families actually write alike?

Average intra-family writing similarity. High = consistent voice across versions.

GPT-5 71.4% - 4 models

Mistral 47.7% - 5 models

Llama 42.3% - 4 models

MiniMax 41.1% - 3 models

o-series 33.8% - 5 models

Grok 31.2% - 8 models

Gemini 26.5% - 12 models

Claude 19.4% - 11 models

Qwen 12.7% - 17 models

3.2% - 11 models

GPT

DeepSeek -5.3% - 3 models



06 FEATURE IMPORTANCE

What separates Al writing styles?

32 stylometric dimensions ranked by variance. High CV = strong differentiator.

MOST DISCRIMINATING

sentence length variance

inline code rate

emoji rate

ellipsis rate

italic rate

semicolon rate

em dash rate

exclamation rate

horizontal rule rate

heading rate

UNIVERSAL CONVERGENCE

code block rate

opens with heading rate

opens with greeting rate

opens with first person rate
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CV 1.25

Cv 1.18

CvV 1.17

Cv 1.11

CV 1.05

CvV 0.91

CV 0.77

Cv 1.81

CV 2.14

CV 2.78



07 OUTLIERS

Most unique vs. most generic writers

Average writing similarity to all other models. Low = writes unlike anything else. High = writes like the average of

everything.

MOST UNIQUE MOST GENERIC

Gemini 2.5 Flash Pre.. Google: Gemini 2.5 F..

google google
google google

Llama 4 Maverick
meta

MiniMax M2-her

minimax

-4.0% Z.Al: GLM 4.5 Air

zhipu

DeepSeek R10528

deepseek

-3.9% Qwen3 0.6B

qwen

Qwen: Qwen3.5 Flash

qwen

-3.8% Claude Sonnet 4 Z.ai: GLM 5
anthropic zhipu

3% Openal od-mini _ 6PT-5.4 Nano
openai openai

-3.7% Claude Sonnet 4.5
anthropic

Qwen: Qwend.5 Plus 2..

qwen

MiniMax M2.5

minimax

-3.6% Qwen3 30B A3B

qwen

Sherlock Dash Alpha

openrouter

GPT-40 (Omni)

openai




08 PROMPT-CONTROLLED HEAD-TO-HEAD

Verified clones: same prompt, same writing

Compared on the exact same prompts. Green = avg similarity. Yellow = variance across prompts.

Mistral Large 2

mistral

Mistral Devstral M..
mistral

Mistral Large

mistral

Qwen: Qwen3.5 27B

qwen

Bert-Nebulon Alpha

openrouter

Gemma 3 12B

google

Aurora Alpha

openrouter

Grok 3

Xal

Llama 3.1 70B (Ins..

meta

Qwen Plus 0728 (th..

qwen

Google: Gemma 3n 2B

google

DeepSeek V3 (March..

deepseek

Mistral Large 3 2512

mistral

Llama 4 Maverick
meta

Mistral Large 2

mistral

Qwen: Qwen3.5 35B ..

qwen

Mistral Large 3 2512

mistral

Google: Gemma 3n 2B
google

Inception: Mercury 2
inception

XAl: Grok 4

Xal

Llama 4 Maverick
meta

Qwen3 30B A3B Thin..

qwen

Gemma 3n 4B
google

Mistral Medium 3

mistral
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11 COMPOSITE CLONE SCORE

The definitive clone ranking

Five independent signals combined: head-to-head similarity, feature correlation, length correlation,
consistency, and aggregate match. A high composite score means near-certain clone.

10

M Mistral Large 2

mistral

>

Qwen: Qwen3.5 27B

qwen

Aurora Alpha

openrouter

>

Qwen: Qwen3.5 12..

qwen

4

Mistral Medium 3.1

mistral

fJ Inception: Mercu..

inception

Aurora Alpha

openrouter

GPT 0SS 120B

openai

GPT-5.2

openai

Horizon Alpha

openrouter

M

7

O

Mistral Large 3..

mistral

Qwen: Qwen3.5 35..

qwen

Inception: Mercu..
inception (cross-provider)

Qwen3.5 9B

qgwen

M Mistral Small Cr..

mistral

Solar Pro 3

upstage (cross-provider)

Solar Pro 3

upstage (cross-provider)

Inception: Mercu..
inception (cross-provider)

GPT-5.2 Chat

openai

Horizon Beta
openrouter

h2h 90% - corr 71% - len 79% - agg 89%
h2h 83% - corr 76% - len 89% - agg 91%
h2h 80% - corr 68% - len 95% - agg 89%
h2h 76% - corr 71% - len 98% - agg 85%
h2h 75% - corr 69% - len 85% - agg 91%
h2h 76% - corr 68% - len 75% - agg 93%
h2h 73% - corr 64% - len 80% - agg 91%
h2h 75% - corr 63% - len 87% - agg 87%
) 7 - 1%
h2h 76% - corr 67% - len 64% - agg 85%

h2h 78% - corr 50% - len 99% - agg 87%



09 PROMPT CONVERGENCE

Which prompts make all models write the same?

Convergent prompts (green) make all models write similarly. Divergent prompts (red) reveal individuality.

MOST CONVERGENT MOST DIVERGENT

Satirical Fake News Count Letters

166 Stochastic Consistency Mini Lbo Underwrite

i} Ai Ethics Dilemma Advanced Investment Memo

n

=y

413 Debug This Architecture Explain Like Im A Spec..

ikl \Michelin Star Recipe 119 Ethical Dilemma With S..
Estimate Complexity 119 Startup Pitch Teardown
Adversarial Contract R.. kPR Character Voice Test

Historical Counterfact.. k48 Ai Generated Manifesto

Simple Recipe k4N | ogic Puzzle

Futuristic Prediction Realistic Ai Interview



Who writes the same way every time?

Coefficient of variation across responses. Low = predictable. High = style shifts with the prompt.

MOST CONSISTENT

GPT-2

Claude 3 Opus

Gemini 2.5 Flash Preview 05-20 (thinking)

GPT-1

Claude 3 Sonnet

Golden Gate Claude

Mistral Nemo

DeepSeek R1 0528

QwQ 32B

Gemini 2.5 Flash Lite Preview 06-17

MOST VARIABLE

Claude Opus 4

MiniMax M2-her

GPT-40 (Omni)

MoonshotAl: Kimi K2 0905

GPT-5

Claude Opus 4.1

Qwen3 Coder

GPT 0SS 20B

Claude Sonnet 4

Kimi K2

1.86

1.76

1.73



METHODOLOGY

How we built this

Data Features

3,095 text responses across 178 models and 43 standardized prompts. 32-dimension stylometric fingerprint per response: lexical richness, sentence structure, punctuation

habits, formatting, discourse patterns.

Normalization Similarity

Z-score normalization across all models prevents high-magnitude features from dominating similarity Cosine similarity on normalized 32D vectors. Clone threshold: 0.90. Price arbitrage threshold: 0.75.
scores.

Head-to-head Provider DNA

Per-challenge similarity for top pairs. Confidence = avg / (1 + stddev). Controls for prompt effects. Distinctiveness = intra-provider similarity / inter-provider similarity. Values > 1 = detectable house style.



THIS REPORT

Explore interactively

Sortable tables, expandable data, per-model deep links.

Every finding in this PDF is also available on the web.

rival.tips/research/model-similarity

RELATED RESEARCH

The Al Hallucination
Index 2026

2.14M words from 250 models. Character hallucinations,
personality fingerprints, safety benchmarks. 58 data-

driven slides.

rival.tips/research



